Book reviews
Clinical Handbook of Psychopharmacology edited by Alberto DiMascio PhD and Richard I Shader MD pp xii+395 $17.95 New York: Science House 1970 Books on psychopharmacology must these days stand comparison with the many others written on this subject and, judged by these standards, this handbook is frankly disappointing. Of American books I much prefer 'Drug Treatment in Psychiatric Disorders' by Kline & Davis, and also the two very different English books -'Chemotherapy of Psychiatric Disorders' by Dally, and 'Clinical Psychopharmacology' by Shepherd, Lader & Rodnight. This criticism largely stems from the division into twenty-four chapters by mainly different authors, which makes for a very patchy presentation and lack of continuity. For instance, Johnathan Cole gives a beautifully clear, though over-simplified chapter on antidepressive treatment; but biochemical effects, cardiovascular, endocrine and neurological side-effects and the application of antidepressive drugs to child and geriatric psychiatry are all in separate chapters scattered throughout the book. Similar criticisms apply to the 'antipsychotic' drugs, equally well introduced by Klerman, and to the anti-anxiety compounds. An attempt has been made to draw the whole thing together by a long last chapter surveying the whole of 'Drug Treatment in Psychiatry', and there is an excellent chapter on the interaction of pharmacology with total treatment, by Lehmann.
The general standard is as for DPM students, but the price will surely be beyond their pockets. Anyone who was at all familiar with J H Dible during his working lifetime would have expected from his pen a book both charming and erudite. In his study of D J Larrey, Napoleon's senior surgeon, this expectation is not disappointed. This book casts new light upon military medicine of Napoleon's armies and illuminates the character of a surgeon both acute in observation, skilled in operation and compassionate by nature-Today we must wonder how such a nature could withstand the manifold horrors of a military situation where methods of inflicting trauma had far outrun medicine's ability to treat it. Certainly Larrey's case notes do not display any element of callousness and his frequent tendency to call his colleagues into consultation bespeaks a selfcritical nature, infrequent in surgeons at any time and, among military surgeons, perhaps unique.
Larrey was one of the distinguished company who accompanied Napoleon on his disastrous and pointless Egyptian campaign. While others of that company enlivened their military duties with studies of Egyptian antiquities or Egyptian fossils, Larrey contributed greatly on aspects of the country's health. Perhaps this pragmatic approach to immediate practical problems accounts for the fact, otherwise surprising, that Larrey does not seem to have been at all in contact with the great triumvirate of biologists working in his time at the Jardin des Plantes in Paris, i.e. Lamarck, Cuvier and Saint-Hilaire. The method of presenting Larrey largely through his work as a doctor is surprisingly effective in filling in the complete character.
The book is beautifully produced and well illustrated and can be thoroughly recommended to anybody interested in military medicine, in Napoleon's era or just in an enthralling story. This book is concerned almost entirely with the first two of these aspects. Of the internal control mechanisms, as far as human beings are con-
